
Al
leg

he
ny

 C
ou

nt
y B

ar
 A

ss
oc

iat
ion

 
40

0 
Ko

pp
er

s 
Bu

ild
in

g, 
43

6 
Se

ve
nt

h 
Av

en
ue

 
Pi

tts
bu

rg
h,

 P
A 

15
21

9-
18

18
 

Re
tu

rn
 S

er
vi

ce
 R

eq
ue

st
ed

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
. 

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

 
PA

ID
 

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A
 

Pe
rm

it 
#

13
0

Vol. 25   No. 22 November 3, 2023The Journal of the Allegheny County Bar Association

YLD launches annual children’s gift drive 
By Ron Cichowicz 

For children living in shelters, 
December can be the bleakest of 
months. But for hundreds of such 
youngsters in Allegheny County, the 
holiday season is made a little 
brighter, thanks to the ACBA Young 
Lawyers Division (YLD) annual 
Children’s Gift Drive and Holiday Party. 

Through this selfless effort, these 
children receive presents while 
experiencing the fun, joy and laughter 
of the holiday season. 

The Children’s Gift Drive and 
Holiday Party depends on the generosity 
of donors and volunteers. It is chaired 
by Devyn Lisi, an associate attorney 
with Massa Butler Giglione. The 
program is a YLD Public Service 
Committee (PSC) project and a joint 
effort with the YLD’s Bar Leadership 
Initiative (BLI). BLI Subcommittee 
Co-Chairs are Kylee Clark, Rachel 
Pressdee and McCall Behringer, 
while PSC Co-Chairs include Jesse 
Exilus and Kelly McGovern. In addition, 
Samantha Dorn is non-YLD council 
liaison to the program.  

“This program is one of the most 
special the ACBA puts on each year 
and the YLD does great things with 
it,” said Lisi. “It continues because of 
the strong support each year from 
donors and volunteers. Because of 
them, this program continues to be 
successful. It’s wonderful to see the 
impact we have on our community.” 

The program provides personalized 
holiday gifts to more than 900 children 
in more than a dozen shelters or programs 
throughout Allegheny County. 

“In the past, prior to Covid, we had 
an in-person gift wrapping session 
everyone enjoyed,” said Lisi. “When 
Covid hit, we turned to an online 
format through Amazon, which 
worked well. Last year, we were able 
to reach nearly 1,000 children – more 

than double from 2019 – using the on-
line format.” 

In 2022, 17 shelters and programs 
participated and 987 kids benefited. 
Sixty-nine firms, organizations or 
individual attorneys donated in some 
fashion. At least 12 shelters and 
programs already are participating 
this year and that number should 
grow. 

Like last year, committee members 
will purchase gifts and coordinate 
efforts with both donors and recipi-
ents. This year the committee will 
again collect “stocking stuffers” while 

also providing sponsors with an 
Amazon Wish List of items that can be 
purchased for each child. Suggested 
total cost of each gift per child is 
$30 or less. 

Lisi said the committee is reaching 
out to past sponsors, which includes 
law firms, organizations and individual 
attorneys, while adding that new 
sponsors are always welcome, this 
year through mid-November. They 
also intend to approach vendors who 
have provided items in the past. 

Volunteers are invited to a stocking-
stuffing event December 9, from 9 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. at the ACBA’s headquarters 
in the Koppers Building. The committee 
is also seeking individuals to play Santa. 
(A suit will be provided if needed.) 

“Through these efforts and the 
generosity of our donors and volunteers, 
hundreds of children living in shelters 
or other programs will experience this 
most wonderful time of the year,” Lisi 
said. “It shows these children, in such 
tangible ways, that people do care 
about them and they are loved.” 

Anyone interested in more information 
or to participate can contact Lisi at 
dlisi@massalawgroup.com. n

If you’re going: 
 
What: Retirement Reception for the 
          Hon. Lisa Pupo Lenihan 
 
When: 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15 
 
Where: Hotel Monaco 
 
Cost: $25 
 
Registration deadline: Friday, Nov. 10

U.S. Magistrate Judge Lisa Pupo Lenihan 
steps down from the bench 

Retirement 
reception to be 
held Nov. 15 

By Zandy Dudiak  

U.S. Magistrate Judge Lisa Pupo 
Lenihan stepped down from the U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Pennsylvania’s bench on Oct. 31, 
but her retirement is by no means the 
end of her involvement in the law. 

Though her retirement plans include 
traveling, Lenihan has also decided to 
continue working as a mediator. 

“One of the most rewarding things 
I do is mediate cases,” she explained. 

“It’s a real joy in one day to bring a 
case to closure.” 

Lenihan’s nearly 20 years on the 
federal bench will be honored on Nov. 
15 at Hotel Monaco with a reception 

sponsored by the ACBA Federal Court 
Section, Civil Litigation Section and 
Women in the Law Division, as well as 

2023 
2024

Allegheny County Bar Association 
and Foundation Leadership

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

Dozens of volunteers, including the entire 2022-2023 YLD Bar Leadership Initiative class, stuffed more than 
300 stockings during last year’s Children’s Gift Drive and Holiday Party. Some volunteers also dressed up as 
Santa Claus and delivered the stockings to twelve shelters.

Hon. Lisa Pupo 
Lenihan 

Continued on page 2
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Gender Bias Duty Officers 
ACBA.org/member-center/gender-bias-hotline 
If you have observed or experienced any 
form of gender bias in your role as an 
attorney or law student intern, you may 
contact any one of the following members 
of the Gender Bias Subcommittee of the 
Women in the Law Division on a daily 
basis. The duty officers will keep your report 
confidential and will discuss with you 
actions available through the subcommittee. 

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995 
kabrown@jonesday.com 

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-606-8387 
rhoda.neft@gmail.com 

 
 

Professional Ethics Hotline 
ACBA.org/OfficerAssignments 
Wonder if your decisions, legal advice or 
other professional actions are ethical? 
Need guidance? The ACBA Professional 
Ethics Committee “Ethics Hotline” makes 
available Committee Members to answer 
ethical questions by telephone on a daily 
basis. All calls are confidential. 

November 
Amy Coco ................................412-765-3399 

Christine Long ........................412-766-8660 

December 
Scott Eberle ............................412-803-2442 

Gayle R. Kraut ........................412-261-4466 

Ronald B. Roteman ......412-391-8510 x 828

The Lawyers Journal is published 
fortnightly by the 
Allegheny County Bar Association 
400 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818 
www.ACBA.org  
Advertising Inquiries: 412-402-6620 / 
     bknavish@acba.org  
Address Changes: 412-402-6612 / 
     bbrumbaugh@acba.org  

Circulation 5,335  

© Allegheny County Bar Association 2023  

Editor-in-Chief: Daniel A. Seibel, Esq. 

Supervising Editor: David A. Blaner 

Editor: Jennifer A. Pulice, Esq. 

Graphic Designer: Jessica Wysocki Valesky 

Proofreader: Sharon Antill 
 
n The LJ editorial policy can be found 
online at www.ACBA.org.  
n Information published in the LJ may 
not be republished, resold, recorded or 
used in any manner, in whole or in part, 
without the permission of the publishers.

The Pittsburgh Legal Journal Opinions  
provides ACBA members with timely, precedent-setting, full text opinions, from various divisions of 

the Court of Common Pleas. The Opinions can be viewed online in a fully searchable format at 
www.ACBA.org/Opinions. 

 
The latest cases loaded into the database involve the issues of: 

PFA – Custody – Judgment

the Academy of Trial Lawyers of 
Allegheny County.  

Chief District Judge Mark R. Hornak 
expected the preparation work for 
naming Lenihan’s replacement would 
be complete by the end of October. 
The new judge will be appointed for 
an eight-year term. 

The Western District judgeship 
came for Lenihan at a time in her life 
when she was ready to make a change. 
She was encouraged to apply for the 
opening by U.S. District Judge Donetta 
Ambrose and former U.S. District 
Court Judge Robert Cindrich, who 
had left the court and was working 
with Lenihan at UPMC, where she was 
corporate secretary and assistant 
counsel. 

“Being a judge is the epitome of a 
legal career,” Lenihan said. “Bob 
Cindrich told me that every day when 
you get up, your job is to do the right 
thing. I hope I was successful.” 

At this year’s Bench-Bar Conference, 
Lenihan received the 2023 Philip 
Werner Amram Award, which recognizes 
those who personify professional 
excellence and who have demonstrated 
substantial commitment to the ideals 
of the ACBA and to the betterment of 
the greater community.  

If there is one thing she brought to 
the court during her tenure, it was 
“engaged leadership,” according to 
Hornak. He explained that if Lenihan 
floated an idea, she also said, “Let’s do 
it together.” 

“Judge Lenihan has a well-earned 
reputation of bringing a high level of 
energy to her work,” Hornak continued. 
“She’s come up with creative and 
thoughtful ways of engaging. Judge 
Lenihan is a thought leader, but she is 
also personally engaged in it. She 
doesn’t tell others to go do it.” 

He said Lenihan has been central 
to coordinating law school internships 
and at the forefront of organizing 
volunteer lawyers to serve pro se 
filers in prison. She was heavily 
involved initially in the court’s move 
toward ADR, even before she was on 
the bench.  

As a judge, working with Jones 
Day, she began gathering and training 
lawyers to form a panel of pro bono 

JUDGE LISA PUPO LENIHAN 
continued from front page

neutrals to mediate civil rights cases. 
Working with Jones Day, a panel of 
volunteer lawyers was assembled to 
represent pro se litigants in mediations. 
Finally, if a pro se case was proceeding 
to trial, she solicited and trained 
practitioners to represent the plaintiffs. 
This program provides a tremendous 
service to the unrepresented litigant 
as well as the court, and gives young 
lawyers an opportunity to try a case, 
Lenihan said. 

When she assumed the judgeship in 
April 2004, the Magistrate Judges 
were not generally assigned (“on the 
wheel”) for all types of cases. At that 
time, the court gave parties the choice 
of consenting to their case being held 
before a magistrate judge or a district 
judge. The magistrate judges were 
assigned all the prisoner civil rights 
and habeas cases. 

Lenihan said that Western District 
Magistrate Judge Ila Jeanne Sensenich 
started the push for magistrate judges 
to hear more cases and be placed on 
the wheel, something that continued 
under the leadership of Judge 
Ambrose. 

That created a shift in how magistrate 
judges were viewed – not just as 
helper judges, but as equals, even 
though they were appointed by the 
court and not through the Article 3 
process for federal district judges, 
Lenihan noted. 

“They treated us as colleagues to a 
greater extent,” she said. “We have 
one of the most efficient utilization of 
magistrate judges of any courts in the 
country.” 

Although the magistrate judges 
cannot try criminal felony cases, they 
handle all criminal matters when 
initially filed and civil cases from 
initial filing through trial if the parties 
consent. Lenihan pointed out that only 
2.5% of cases go to trial while 97.5% 
are resolved by a summary judgment 
or settled out of court. 

One of the biggest changes she has 
seen in the court over the last two 
decades is that more women are 
serving as judges. She has high praise 
for her colleagues and her staff, most 
of whom have been with her during 
her years on the bench. 

Lenihan said the most significant 
case of her career involved the late 

David Munchinski, who had been 
incarcerated for 25 years for a 1977 
double homicide. He had an innocence 
defense, but was initially denied 
habeas corpus. However, she found 
that there was prosecutorial misconduct 
as well as an interview altered by police. 

Based on that, she wrote an opinion 
overturning Munchinski’s conviction 
that was affirmed by the Third Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals in 2012. He filed 
a federal civil rights lawsuit in 2013 
against Fayette County and the 
prosecutors. He died right before his 
video deposition, and the case was 
settled for $8.75 million just weeks 
after his death in 2022.  

Lenihan has served the profession 
nationally. She was appointed by 
Chief Justice John Roberts in 2010 to 
the Federal Judicial Center Magistrate 
Judge Education Committee, where she 
developed a curriculum for training 
all new magistrate judges and for 
ongoing education. She chaired the 
committee from 2014-17. 

She continues to serve on the 
Judicial Bench Book Committee and 
the Third Circuit Judicial Council 
Committee on Magistrate Judges. She 
is working to help rewrite the Judicial 
Bench Book and has previously 
helped to rewrite the Bail Reform Act 
Book on pre-trial detention and 
release used by judges. 

Locally, she serves on the Board of 
Visitors of the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law, Board of Governors of 
the University of Pittsburgh Law 
Alumni Association, and the UPMC 
Health Plan Board of Directors, where 
she chairs the Quality Committee and 
Member Information Technology 
Committee. She is also on the Board of 
Directors at both UPMC Altoona and 
UPMC Passavant/St. Margaret. She 
founded and chairs the board of 
Team 412, a nonprofit boxing gym in 
downtown Pittsburgh for inner city 
youth. n

If you have an idea for a 
substantive law article or would 
be interested in authoring one, 
please email Jennifer Pulice 

at jpulice@acba.org.
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

Give grace 

412-281-2200 www.gislaw.com 310 Grant St., Ste. 700, Grant Bldg., Pgh., PA 15219

Gismondi& associates

Quality…Experience…Results… 

It’s what your clients deserve. 
Auto Accidents Personal Injury

The unease, apprehension, and 
worry are human nature. But lawyers 
are a different breed. In speaking to 
dozens and dozens of lawyers recently, 
it is clear to me that we collectively 
focus on what we can do better, what 
we can do more, and what we can do 
differently. And this is why, particularly 
as we approach year end, we have to 
remind ourselves and remind each 
other that we are doing a good job, we 
deserve good things, and there are good 
times to come. As someone regularly 
reminds me, we have to give ourselves 
grace.  And while we’re at it, we might 
as well give grace to each other. 

But what exactly does this mean? It 
means to give yourself (and others) a 
chance, time, the ability to make 
mistakes without punishment, and 
forgiveness. Maybe we don’t have 
Pinterest-worthy homes, maybe our 
turkey is as dry as Catherine’s in 

Christmas Vacation, and maybe we 
brought store-bought cookies to 
school. Maybe we missed our billable 
target by 20 hours, or came in second 
on a significant RFP, or lost out on a 
lateral. You know what? It’s okay. We 
are doing the best that we can in a 
hectic and monumentally trying 
profession. Giving ourselves the grace 
that we deserve allows us to try hard 
and move on. Because bigger things 
are to come, I am sure of it.   

I received more comments to my 
4,000 weeks message than other 
things I’ve written as President-Elect 
or President of the ACBA. And a 
number of you answered my calling: 
you reached out to tell me what you 
were going to do with your weeks. 
Many pledged to stop taking things for 
granted. Other promised to stop 
sweating the small stuff. And most 
vowed to take the trip, eat the dessert, 
or just say “yes” more frequently. I 
was humbled, moved, and inspired. 
Sure, sometimes lawyers get a bad 
rap. We’re the butt of jokes, the center 
of internet memes (or are they called 
gifs?), and often demonized by the 
community we seek to serve. By 
giving ourselves grace, we allow 
ourselves to stop agonizing over 
things and really focus on the more 
important aspects of our job, our 
community, and our life. We allow 
ourselves to focus on our weeks. I’ve 
tried to end every President’s message 
with a call to action. Mine for you in 
this edition is to give yourself grace. n

By Marla N. Presley 

True to my message when I accepted 
the gavel from Erica, I have spent the 
better part of three months connecting 
with ACBA members at their offices, 
at events, and sometimes over a coffee 
or cocktail. I make an effort with 
every lawyer to ask about their 
practice, their lives, and how we/I can 
help. Now that we are inching toward 
2024, I am hearing the same message: 
the end of the year is particularly 
challenging. We are ferociously trying 
to capture every available billable 
hour to meet our goal, agonizing over 
elevation decisions, and chasing 
clients for outstanding A/R, all while 
balancing life and everything that 
comes with it. What if the Elf forgets 
to relocate to the kitchen to bake cookies 
by morning? How will all the gifts get 
bought, the cards get mailed, and the 
house look like Martha Stewart just 
swung by?   

I share in all those stressors. I 
worry about important things, like 
how my office will fare against the 
others in my firm, whether the holidays 
have become too materialistic in light 
of the atrocities happening around the 
world, and whether I am putting 
enough time in relationships with 
family and friends who provide me 
with so much. But I also fret about things 
that I know to be wildly unimportant 
in the grand scheme of things: how I 
will make it to all the Divisions and 
Sections’ Holiday Parties, how I will 
stay (somewhat) on track with my 
newfound fitness routine, and how 
will I squeeze in travel, hydration, and 
sleep for the next few months? 

Marla Presley 
ACBA President

Need clients? 
 

The Lawyer Referral Service 
can help bring them to you. 

 

For details, contact Whitney Hughes 
at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org. 

 
To learn more, see GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.
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Y L D  C H A I R ’ S  M E S S A G E   
The law and AI: A Sea(se)mingly good match 

Thankfully, there are some 
resources at your fingertips to navigate 
this unknown area that is taking over 
an archaic area such as the practice of 
law. To properly operate ChatGPT, so 
it truly benefits the lawyer and/or law 
firm, there needs to be some due 
diligence on the human end. I had the 
opportunity to sit down with Von 
Wooding, who is a recent law school 
graduate and the co-owner of Counsel 
Stack. After oversimplifying ChatGPT 
(a few times) for me, I, like many 
others, had some concerns about how 
and where ChatGPT was getting the 
information from, for its response, 
specifically when dealing with work 
product in a legal practice. Well, that 
is from the internet. Yes, the internet – 
the place where all the baseless 

stories, fabricated articles, and 
untrue statements live. In writing.   

BUT have no fear, because as my 
meeting with Von progressed, he 
described how Counsel Stack can 
benefit a law firm or company. In the 
simplest form, Counsel Stack creates 
a database, specifically tailored to a 
law firm’s needs, to moderate where 
GPT-4 pulls its responses from. 
Counsel Stack creates and secures a 
database with the correct and updated 
law pertaining to that firm, which 
works with GPT-4 in creating its 
reliable response. This way, GPT-4’s 
response is utilizing the database 
created by Counsel Stack, instead of 
perusing the vast internet for information, 
which may generate incorrect and/or 
false statements that effect GPT-4’s 
response.  

Interestingly enough, when I asked 
Von about his goals for his company, 
his response had nothing to do with 
advancing AI or ChatGPT. Instead, it 
was focused on the human – the 
lawyer. Von said, “I want this company 
to help improve OTHER areas in a 
lawyer’s life by providing them with 
more time instead of wasting time. 
With the help of Counsel Stack, this 
company will allow great lawyers, 
who want to do great things, to 
actually go and do those great things 
– inside and outside of the courtroom.” 
Von and I both agreed that the lawyer 
life is daunting – office work, networking, 
court appearances, you name it – so in 
order for an attorney to make the 
most of his or her time, (s)he should 

be working smarter, not necessarily 
harder.   

Hmmmm…Professor Kingfield 
may have been onto something when 
he said, “You teach yourselves the 
law, but I train your mind. You come 
in here with a skull full of mush, and 
you leave thinking like a lawyer.” 
Little does he know, now, lawyers 
with help from companies like Counsel 
Stack, are following in the great 
Professor’s footsteps by teaching and 
training the machines to think like 
lawyers.   

If you are interested in learning 
more about Counsel Stack, please visit 
www.counselstack.com or feel free 
to contact Von Wooding at  
ai@counselstack.com. n 

Tara M. Sease is an attorney at Adamczyk 
Law Offices, LLP, and can be reached at 
tsease@adamczyklawoffice.com.

By Tara M. Sease 

I am picturing it now – Professor 
Kingfield’s lecture hall. Come on, I 
know you can see it too. Rows of 
sweaty scared law students. Green 
chalkboards compounded with chalk 
remnant from the previous class that 
has been barely erased. A wooden 
podium for Professor Kingfield to tap 
his finger on as he looks down at his 
physical book and handwritten notes. 
The perfect set up for Professor 
Kingfield to administer the Socratic 
method of teaching on poor unprepared 
Timothy Bottoms. I have goosebumps 
just thinking about it.   

Flashforward to today, how did we 
go from a legal world that instructed 
law students to handwrite briefs and 
utilize the library, to using Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Generative 
Pre-trained Transformer, or more 
commonly known as “ChatGPT” in the 
practice of law. 

Well first, understanding the new 
lingo is very important. You can do 
this! Remember, you already mastered 
words like “Ex parte” and “Habeas 
Corpus.”  AI is the term to describe 
the different technologies performed 
through a machine that then has the 
ability to mimic cognitive functions of 
human intelligence. ChatGPT is a 
form of AI whereby a human inputs a 
prompt, and then ChatGPT provides a 
detailed response as if a human was 
responding to the prompt. Yes, okay – 
if you are like me, or even Professor 
Kingfield, my goosebumps just doubled. 

Tara Sease 
YLD Chair

Our Health Care Power 
of Attorney and 

Living Will documents 
are available on the 
ACBA website for 

free at 
ACBA.org/LivingWill.
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Hoping for a soft landing 
By Bevin Baker 

2023 has undoubtedly been a year 
of surprises, meaning investors must 
be flexible with their expectations. We 
came into the year somber after 
weathering the sharp market decline 
in 2022. It was the first time in at least 
45 years that stocks and bonds had 
negative returns at the end of the 
calendar year. To battle high inflation 
(according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the average inflation rate in 
2022 was 8.0, the Federal Reserve 
raised interest rates seven times, 
which was the highest number of rate 
hikes in a single year since 2005.  

Early this year, market growth was 
fueled by AI and technology names, 
and Europe and Japan showed 
stronger returns than predicted. 
Investors have been left wondering, 
“What’s next?” as we remain in an 
environment where it’s clear that 
interest rates will stay higher for 
longer, and inflation has slowed but 
has certainly not gone away. 

Here are some trends to watch as 
we finish out 2023: 

1. The economy is doing better 
than expected, yet there is still the 
question of a recession. 

Many economists speculated that a 
recession would occur after the 
Federal Reserve increased rates in 
March 2022. Here we are, eleven 

hikes later, and a broad economic 
downturn has yet to happen. Economists 
wonder, will we have a recession by 
the end of 2024, or has a rolling 
recession already occurred? A rolling 
recession occurs when different market 
sectors are hit at varying times.  

For example, housing experienced 
a downturn in early 2022 as mortgage 
rates climbed and affordability was 
threatened. The housing market has 
stabilized, and while inventory is still 
low, mortgage rates have steadied, 
indicating that the worst is behind us. 
In the third quarter of 2023, inflation 
has continued to ease, and economic 
growth has been impressive this year. 
However, some metrics show that 
economic growth is slowing, and the 
future remains uncertain. Regardless 
of whether the economy has a hard or 
soft landing, if we do have a broad 
recession, it will likely be a widely 
anticipated event. 

2. Consumers remain resilient, 
which could lead to a strong market 
recovery. 

In comparison with other global 
financial crises or typical recessions, 
the average American is spending 
only 9.6% of their disposable income on 
debt payments, which is significantly 
lower than we saw during previous 
economic upsets. The labor market 
has remained strong, though its strength 
is gradually waning. Consumer spending 

boosting industries such as travel and 
leisure is speculated, supported by an 
increase in real average hourly 
earnings. However, consumers have 
been eroding their savings balances 
and taking on more debt.  

With higher energy prices and 
student loan repayments resuming, 
consumer spending will be tested in 
the coming months. Corporations are 
also in better shape than they were in 
previous recessions. The average 
interest rate coverage ratio, used to 
determine a company’s ability to pay 
interest on its outstanding debt, is 
stronger than in previous recessions. 
Business spending has also held up 
due in part to investments in artificial 
intelligence capabilities. The combination 
of these factors is favorable for 
investors during uncertain outcomes.  

3. Cash is at near-record highs – a 
bullish signal?  

Money market rates sit around a 
5% yield, based on the benchmark of 
the 3-month treasury, a vast departure 
from the zero-interest rate policy we 
have experienced since the global 

financial crisis. More attractive 
interest rates have caused investors to 
gravitate toward cash and cash 
equivalents, to the tune of 5.6 trillion 
dollars, as reported by the Investment 
Company Institute. 

However, the benefits of remaining 
in cash will be eroded by inflation, 
which still hovers at a higher-than-
average rate. The upside of staying in 
cash will likely lessen as the Fed 
concludes rate increases. Historically, 
cash levels peak around market 
troughs and before market recoveries. 
After the global financial crisis and 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the S&P 500 
index saw 40% or more returns during 
the following three months. Sitting on 
the sidelines can be costly when it 
comes to achieving long-term financial 
goals and knowing when to reenter the 
market can be challenging. Typically, 
when the Fed ends rate hikes, yields 
on cash-like investments have fallen 
quickly in the following 18 months. 
Investors may be well served to take 
advantage of current yields and lean 
into holdings still valued attractively.  

4. Is a Fed pause favorable for the 
markets and provides an opportunity?  

Going back to 1995, investing in 
both the stock and the bond market 
has led to solid returns after the last 
Fed rate increase. In the previous four 

  Find this page helpful? Want more 
  information and resources to help  
  you run your practice? Check out the 
  ACBA’s Law Practice Management Center 
  at ACBA.org/PracticeManagement.

Continued on page 8
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Investment products are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed by the bank, may lose value,  
are not a bank deposit and are not insured by any federal government agency.

Serving clients since 1911.

Guiding Your Clients to a More Secure Future. 
We o昀er trustee services, in-house investment management, 
昀nancial planning, and special asset management. With a high level 
of personal service, our experts can help guide your clients to a 
more secure future. We have the 昀exibility to meet when and where 
it is convenient for you and your clients. Let us be your 昀nancial 
partner for life.

Left to Right:  Scott Porterfield, VP, Wealth Advisor;  
David Finui, EVP, Director of Wealth & Capital Management;  

Alyssa Zottola, J.D. AVP, Personal Trust Officer;  
Erio Vignali, J.D., AVP, Personal Trust Officer;  

Nicholas Urban, J.D. AVP, Personal Trust Officer

 Contact us today. 1-800-837-2265
AmeriServ.com/Wealth-Management

Looking to hire the perfect 
legal professional this year?

When attorneys, legal assistants, legal secretaries 
and paralegals are looking for job openings in the 
Pittsburgh Legal Community, one of the first places
they turn to is the Allegheny County Bar Association 
(ACBA) Job Board located at jobs.acba.org. In fact, 
our job board averages nearly 4,000 views per month.

Posting a job opening on the ACBA Job Board is an 
extremely affordable option and ensures your job
posting will be seen by an audience who is looking
for legal job openings in the Pittsburgh region.
In addition to the job posting itself, the ACBA also
posts information regarding these positions on our 
social media channels. 

Now through Dec. 1, enter the code JOB30 and 
receive 30% OFF any of the first three job posting 
packages: the “30 Day” package, the “First Seen” 
package and the “Job Flash” package.

Visit
jobs.acba.org
for additional

information and pricing.
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The Pittsburgh Novel has dozens of titles featuring 
attorneys, judges, trials or the profession at-large 
By Jake Oresick 

Do you love seeing our city on the 
big screen? The Dark Knight. Wonder 
Boys. Sudden Death. My father did, 
too, and he made it his mission to cat-
alog all known works of fiction – 
including graphic novels, TV series 
and stage plays – with a significant 
geographical setting in our region. 
Peter Oresick created a first-of-its-
kind, all-inclusive bibliography of 
Pittsburgh fiction, and had annotated 
over 1,000 titles when he passed away, 
before the project was complete. In 
the years that followed, I became a 
co-author and used every spare 
moment – while working as a judicial 
law clerk and later a civil litigation 
attorney – to pull my father’s magnum 
opus across the finish line. 

Earlier this year, The Pittsburgh 
Novel: Western Pennsylvania in Fiction 
and Drama, 1792-2022 was published 
as a dynamic website, which is free to 
access at openpublishing.psu.edu/ 
pittsburghnovel. The bibliography 
can’t help with your legal practice, but 
it’s a lot of fun, and useful for finding 
a new read or a movie to stream. 

If you enjoy legal fiction, The 
Pittsburgh Novel has dozens of titles 
featuring attorneys, judges, trials, or 
the profession at-large. And I’m not 
just guessing, here. The website – 
which is easily searchable by key-
word, genre and geographical setting 
– indicates that 79 titles are tagged 
with the “attorneys” keyword, to say 

nothing of “legal profession” (21 
titles), “judges” (16 titles), “criminal 
trials” (eight titles), “law students” 
(four titles), “law firms” (two titles), 
and “legal aid” (two titles). If you 
prefer to search by place setting, 35 
titles feature the Allegheny County 
Courthouse, while the three iterations 
of the Allegheny County Jail appear in 
a combined 20 titles. Other regional 
county courthouses are included in a 
combined 20 titles, the City-County 
Building is a setting in 20 titles, and 
Pitt and Duquesne law schools also 
make appearances. 

While there are way too many legal-
themed Pittsburgh novels to mention, 

here are ten representative titles 
which are sure to pique your interest: 

Mrs. Soffel. Motion picture. By Ron 
Nyswaner. 1984. The true story of the 
notorious Biddle Boys, Ed (Mel Gibson) 
and Jack (Matthew Modine), who 
overpowered victims with chloroform 
before robbing them. In 1901, the 
Biddles were convicted of killing a Mt. 
Washington shopkeeper and sentenced 
to death by hanging. While imprisoned 
in the Allegheny County Jail, the 
warden’s wife, Kate Soffel (Diane 
Keaton), became infatuated with Ed 
and helped the brothers escape. Mrs. 
Soffel is one of 10 Biddle Boys works 
in the bibliography. 

The Associate. Novel. By John 
Grisham. 2009. Kyle McAvoy, senior 
editor of the Yale Law Journal, was 
linked to a sexual assault as a 
Duquesne University undergraduate. 
To keep his secret, Kyle is blackmailed 
to join the fictitious Scully & Pershing, 
the world’s largest law firm, for the 
purpose of stealing client secrets. 
Regional settings include Homewood 
Cemetery and Heinz Field. In real life, 
Duquesne University officials were 
unhappy with the school’s portrayal. 

The Murder of Stanford White. 
Novel. By S. Gerald Langford. 1962. 
A true crime novelization of the 
sensational love triangle between: 
Harry Kendall Thaw, heir to a coal 
and railroad fortune; Thaw’s wife, 
actress Evelyn Nesbit; and Stanford 
White, an architect and socialite. On 
June 25, 1906, Thaw shot and killed 
White at the rooftop theatre of Madison 
Square Garden in front of hundreds of 
witnesses. Thaw’s criminal trial was 
dubbed “the Trial of the Century.” 
This novel is one of at least three titles 
on the subject. 

Simple. Novel. By Kathleen 
George. 2012. Detective Richard 
Christie investigates of the murder of 
Cassie Price, a Pitt Law student and 
paralegal. Suspicion first falls on Cal 
Hathaway, a South Oakland handyman, 
and then Mike Connelly, a gubernatorial 
hopeful with whom Cassie had been 
having an affair. George, a Johnstown 

BREAK THE TENSION
with a Neutral who understands the

challenges of litigation

Personal Injury  •  Medical Malpractice  •  Products Liability
Nursing Home Abuse  •  Civil Rights Violations  •  Construction

Oil & Gas Rights  •  Consumer Credit

howard@schulbergmediation.com

412.634.2686

Howard J. Schulberg, Esquire

www.schulbergmediation.com

Can Help Untangle Even the Toughest of Knots

Continued on page 16
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cycles, cash has been outpaced by 
equities and fixed income, with the 
most robust returns occurring in the 
twelve months following the last rate 
hike. Investors who wait too long to 
reenter the market may miss out on 
potential gains and risk having to buy 
in when prices are higher in the 
future. The Federal Reserve opted to 
pause interest rates in its September 
meeting and left the door open for an 
additional hike this year. While 
predictions show rate cuts next year, 
there will likely be only two, which is 
fewer than previously expected.  

5. Bull markets outlast bear 
markets. 

A bull market signifies a roughly 
20% increase from recent lows, and a 
bear market occurs when a stock 
market index falls by at least 20% 
from recent highs. Bull markets tend 
to last a median of twice as long as 
bear markets, partially due to stock 
prices trending upward over time. 
There is also a significant difference 
in returns. The average bull market 
has a 256% gain, while the average 
bear market is only a 33% decline. 
Recoveries are not linear, and 
investors must keep a long-term 
perspective and try not to be derailed 
by market volatility and unsettling 
headlines.  

In conclusion, investors are 
reminded that where risks exist, 
opportunities exist, and vice versa, 
and attempting to time the market is a 
mistake. Instead, it would be better 
for investors to proceed cautiously 
and be adaptable as 2023 ends. n 

Bevin Baker, CEPA, is a Financial 
Advisor at Fort Pitt Capital Group LLC.

LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT  
continued from page 5 President Judge Kim Berkeley Clark 

receives Lifetime Achievement Award 
at PBA Minority Attorney Conference 

she served as administrative judge of 
the Family Division and supervising 
judge of the Juvenile Court.  

Understanding that many people 
who enter the family division experience 
trauma, Judge Clark worked to develop 
a “trauma-informed” courthouse, which 
has served as a model for other courts 
in Pennsylvania and nationwide. 

Prior to taking the bench, Judge 
Clark served as an assistant and 
deputy district attorney in Allegheny 
County for nearly 16 years. During 
her tenure, she tried more than 150 
jury cases, including some of the first 
gang-related and drive-by shooting 
homicide cases in Allegheny County. 
In addition, she led the Crimes Persons 
Unit, which handled all sexual assault, 
child abuse cases and serious violent 
crimes in the county. 

Active in the legal community, 
Judge Clark serves as a member of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Juvenile Procedural Rules Committee; 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime 
and Delinquency, Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Committee; 
Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission 
on Racial, Gender and Ethnic Fairness; 
Pennsylvania State Children’s 
Roundtable; and the American Bar 
Association Juvenile Justice Standards 
Task Force. She also serves as 
president of the Pennsylvania Legal 
Aid Network Board of Directors. 

Previously, Judge Clark served as 
president of the Pennsylvania 
Conference of State Trial Judges, and 
chair of the Pennsylvania Juvenile 
Court Judges’ Commission and the 
Allegheny County Jail Oversight 
Board. She is also a Past-President of 
the Allegheny County Bar Association.  

The recipient of numerous awards, 
Judge Clark received the William H. 
Rehnquist Award for Judicial 
Excellence from the National Center 
for State Courts in 2017; it is one of the 
nation’s highest judicial awards. 
Additionally, she received the Philip 
Werner Amram Award from the 
Allegheny County Bar Association, 
the Susan B. Anthony Award from the 
Women’s Bar Association of Western 
Pennsylvania and the History Makers 
Award from the Heinz History Center. 
In 2013, Judge Clark had the honor of 
moderating a panel discussion at 
the White House on the needs of 
caregivers for children of incarcerated 
parents. 

Judge Clark earned her Juris Doctor 
from the Duquesne University School 
of Law and her bachelor’s degree from 
Tennessee State University, Nashville. n

By ACBA Staff 

President Judge Kim Berkeley 
Clark, Fifth Judicial District of 
Pennsylvania, Allegheny County, was 
honored with an A. Leon Higginbotham 
Jr. Lifetime Achievement Award during 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
(PBA) Minority Attorney Conference, 
Oct. 5-6 at the Hilton Harrisburg.  

The A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. 
Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes 
the accomplishments of a lawyer or 
judge who has demonstrated dedication 
to the legal profession and the minority 
community through civil, community 
or legal service. Higginbotham, who 
died in 1998, was a civic leader, 
author, academic and federal appeals 
court judge who fought tirelessly 
against racial discrimination.  

Judge Clark has served on the 
Allegheny County Court of Common 
Pleas since 1999. Former Gov. Tom 
Ridge appointed her to a 10-year term 
and she was retained for additional 
10-year terms in 2009 and 2019. In 
2018, former Gov. Tom Wolf appointed 
her as the first African American 
president judge to serve in Allegheny 
County. 

In her current capacity, Judge 
Clark oversees all divisions of the 
Allegheny County Court of Common 
Pleas, including Civil, Criminal, 
Family and Orphans’ courts. Previously, 

Visit us today at ACBA.org.
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Weaponizing addiction stigmas: The dangers of 
mishandling alcohol accusations in Family Court 
By Chris Beck 

Addiction is a complex medical 
condition that affects millions of 
individuals worldwide. Yet, despite 
the vast research and understanding 
of its nature, addiction remains one of 
the most stigmatized conditions in 
society. This stigma becomes particularly 
damaging when weaponized in the 
context of family law, where accusations 
of alcohol abuse can have life-altering 
consequences for co-parents and their 
children. 

Addiction: A Chronic Disease, 
Not a Moral Failing 

Before delving into the intricacies 
of family law dynamics, it’s crucial to 
understand that addiction is a chronic 
disease and not a moral failing. This 
disease is characterized by a compulsive 
drive to use substances despite 
knowing the severe consequences. 
Like other chronic diseases, it calls 
for understanding, compassion, and 
adequate support. Unfortunately, the 
prevailing societal view frequently 
depicts addiction as a moral failing or 
a sign of weak character, instead of 
recognizing it as a long-lasting illness. 

The Emotional and Psychological 
Toll of Alcohol Abuse Accusations 

In Family Court, accusations of 
alcohol abuse can be a double-edged 
sword. On one hand, if a parent 

genuinely struggles with addiction, 
it’s essential to ensure the child’s safety 
and well-being. On the other hand, 
false or exaggerated accusations can 
be weaponized to gain an upper hand 
in custody and alcohol battles, causing 
significant emotional and psychological 
distress to the accused parent. 

The accused parent may face feelings 
of shame, guilt, and isolation, even if 
they are innocent. They may also 
experience anxiety over the potential 
loss of custody or limited visitation 
rights. Such emotional turmoil can 
further strain their relationship with 
their child and even impact their ability 
to parent effectively. 

The Flawed Notion: Addiction 
Equals Poor Parenting 

One of the most damaging 
misconceptions in Family Law is the 
automatic equation of addiction with 
poor parenting. While it’s undeniable 
that severe addiction can impair one’s 
ability to care for a child, it’s a gross 
oversimplification to assume that 
every individual with a present or past 
history of substance abuse is unfit to 
parent. 

Many individuals in recovery or 
those who have a history of alcohol 
misuse can be loving, attentive, and 
responsible parents. By stigmatizing 
addiction and making sweeping 
generalizations, the court risks making 
unjust custody decisions that may not 
be in the best interest of the child. 

Unreliable Evidence and  
Misguided Perceptions 

In the intricate realm of family 
court, the accuracy of the evidence 
presented plays a pivotal role in 
determining the outcome of custody 
battles. Traditional methods, such as 
lab testing, while widely used, do not 
provide real-time data on alcohol 
consumption, potentially putting 
children in danger of being with an 
intoxicated parent, or causing unjust 
rulings that harm a parent’s reputation 
when their alcohol consumption did 
not affect the child. 

Soberlink is a game-changer in the 
realm of alcohol monitoring. Unlike 
conventional methods, Soberlink’s 
discreet and portable breathalyzer 
system integrates advanced remote 
breathalyzer technology with real-time 
reporting and facial recognition. This 
ensures that the readings are not only 
accurate but also verifiable, as the 
system confirms the identity of the 
individual taking the test. Further, it 
employs proprietary sensors that 
detect artificial air (such as that from 
an air pump) to combat attempts to 
tamper. The monitoring mechanism of 
Soberlink provides courts with a 
comprehensive view of an individual’s 
sobriety journey, making it harder for 
genuine instances of intoxication to 
be overlooked or for false accusations 
to stand. 

For parents who are genuinely 
committed to their recovery or those 

wrongly accused, Soberlink offers a 
beacon of hope. It serves as tangible 
proof of their sobriety, allowing them 
to rebuild trust with the court system 
and, more importantly, with their 
children. By providing consistent and 
reliable data, Soberlink aids in dispelling 
doubts and countering baseless 
allegations, ensuring that decisions 
are made based on facts rather than 
misconceptions. 

However, even with accurate tools, 
the court’s perception of a co-parent’s 
ability to care for their child can be 
skewed by deep-rooted biases against 
addiction. This is where education and 
awareness play a crucial role. Judges, 
lawyers, and other stakeholders in the 
family law system need to be adequately 
informed about the nature of addiction 
and the potential for recovery. 

The Impact on Children 

Perhaps the most significant victims 
of weaponized addiction stigmas are 
the children caught in the crossfire. 
Children are incredibly perceptive, 
and they can pick up on the tension, 
animosity, and distress that such 
accusations bring. This can lead to 
feelings of confusion, guilt, and anxiety. 

Moreover, unjust custody decisions 
based on stigmatized views can deprive 
children of meaningful relationships 
with one of their parents. It’s essential 
to remember that the primary goal in 

FSA Consulting is powered by Frank and Stein Associates.

MANAGED IT SERVICES  |  BUSINESS PHONE | MANAGED WI-FI  |  BUSINESS INTERNET

Clients rely on your 
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YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE.

Therefore, you need a proactive, experienced and knowledgeable 
team of financial advocates on your side. We define this high level of 
service as being 100% focused on you, the client. It means learning 
everything we can about you.
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Continued on page 16
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412.325.7700 • www.ramagelykos.law

Employment
Where

Meets The Law

Ramage Lykos provides clients with advice, 
counseling and representation in all aspects 
of employment law, including illegal workplace 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation.

Colleen E. Ramage Nikki Velisaris Lykos

Pittsburgh, PA

PHOTO BY BRIAN KNAVISH 

ACBA President-Elect Regina Wilson (far left) and ACBA Construction 
Law Section Chair Haig Sakoian (far right) pause for a photo with event 
sponsors Steve Dines and David Duffus of HKA at the Construction Law 
Section’s fall happy hour last month. Some 25 construction litigators – 
including several who just passed the bar exam – turned out for food, 
beverages and “bar games” at Five Iron near Market Square.

Construction Law Happy Hour

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

The ACBA Young Lawyers Division went to the Greater Pittsburgh 
Community Food Bank on Sept. 8 to help those in need. Volunteers 
included Lauren Kelly Gielarowski, Gianna Kelly, Katerina Vassil, 
Joanne Parise, Sam Dhaliwal, Paige Tamecki, Amber Manson-Webb, 
Grace Mannix and Diana Bruce. Thank you to ALL the volunteers who 
turned out to the event and for making a difference.

YLD Food Bank Volunteer Event

PHOTO BY JAMES PIAGGIO 

The ACBA Young Lawyers Division welcomed back its members with 
happy hour on Sept. 12 at Cinderlands Warehouse. Michael Wise, 
Daniel Maier, Adam Murdock and Kerven Moon of event sponsor Burns 
White pause for a photo with YLD Chair Tara Sease (center).

YLD Welcome Back
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Dr. Chaves-Gnecco presented with El Sol Award 

By Rick Shrum 

A little more than two decades ago, 
Dr. Diego Chaves-Gnecco founded a 
mobile clinic that would provide 
health care for younger populations of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania. He named 
it, appropriately, “Salud para Ninos” – 
Spanish for “Health for the Children.” 

That title, also appropriately, 
stands for Students, Residents, Faculty 
and Latinos United Against Health 
Disparities. 

The clinic endures to this day and 
continues to be a beacon for the local 
Hispanic community, and for the 
native Colombian who launched it. 
Salud para Ninos serves newborns to 
18-year-olds, and some a little older. 
The name also provides a glimpse of 
the career of a multi-tasking physician 
commonly known as “Dr. Diego.” He 
is a developmental-behavioral 
pediatrician, a professor of pediatrics 
at the University of Pittsburgh’s 
School of Medicine and the director of 
Salud para Ninos. 

Diagnosis and treatment of children 
with Autism and Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder are among his 
specialties, along with providing care 
to families and children with disabilities; 
care to children from minority and 
under-served populations; and dealing 
with barriers to health-care access. 

“Dr. Chaves-Gnecco is an integral 
part of the Hispanic population here. 
His clinic provides health care to 
children across Southwestern 
Pennsylvania,” said Rebeca Himena 
Miller, an attorney with Leech Tishman 
Fuscaldo & Lampl LLC. 

A native of Mexico, Himena Miller 
also is vice chair of the Allegheny 
County Bar Association’s Hispanic 
Attorneys Committee, which recently 
honored Dr. Chaves-Gnecco for his 
expansive work. The panel, made up 
of about a dozen Hispanic members of 
the local legal community, presented 
him with the ACBA’s annual El Sol 
Award during a dinner Oct. 19 at La 
Palapa, South Side. 

The El Sol Award, Spanish for “The 
Sun,” was initiated by the committee 
in 2008 as part of its celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage Month, a national 
celebration since 1988. 

The local award, according to 
criteria, goes to an individual who 
“exemplifies distinguished service to 
the community at large by being an 
exemplary advocate and contributing 
his/her time and talents toward 

the betterment of the local Hispanic 
community.” 

Dr. Chaves-Gnecco did not expect 
to be that individual. “I was really 
surprised that I was named, and I was 
humbled by it,” he said. “I am very 
grateful to the Allegheny County Bar 
Association.” 

Dr. Chaves-Gnecco was accompanied 
by his wife, Marysue Grassinger, and 
son, Gabriel, at the awards dinner. 
The event, according to Himena 
Miller, took place at a restaurant that 
is a favorite of the Hispanic Attorneys 
Committee. “La Palapa is a smaller 
venue,” she said, “but we love it. The 
committee likes to support a Hispanic 
restaurant.” 

The doctor was drawn to pediatrics 
and serving those with Autism and 
ADHD. “As pediatricians, there is a 
lot we can do,” he said. “The ultimate 
goal is to make sure children not only 
grow up free of illnesses but have the 
ability to achieve their highest 
potential. Development became a big 
cause of mine.” 

He added that a lot of progress has 
been made in the treatments of 
Autism and ADHD. “There are more 
tools to benefit the kids.” 

Dr. Chaves-Gnecco has nurtured the 
mobile clinic into one with culturally 
aware staff members, who provide 
comfort and medical care to youths 
and families. For youths with insurance 
coverage, Salud para Ninos operates 
the clinic three days a week in 
Oakland at the Primary Care Center 
of Children’s Hospital in Oakland. The 

PARTNER WITH SWMW LAW FOR:

• Faster, larger settlements

•  Decades of complex consumer 
litigation experience

•  People-first approach, dedication  
to clients and their families

OUR CO-COUNSEL APPROACH

•  Fair and flexible co-counsel 
arrangements

• All agreements in writing

•  30-day or shorter co-counsel  
fee payment

412.763.3288 / LetsTalk@SWMWLaw.com / SWMWLAW.com / Pittsburgh, PA / St. Louis, MO

A Trusted  
Partner 
FOR MESOTHELIOMA  
AND LUNG CANCER  
LITIGATION

We’ve recovered more than $500 million for thousands of hardworking families who 
were the victims of companies putting profits over people.

Our partners are involved in every case through every step, from initial intake through 
settlement and/or trial. Working with us ensures a mutually beneficial relationship 
with results you can count on. 

Contact Partner Holly Deihl today to get started.

HOLLY DEIHL
Partner 

Pittsburgh

PHOTO BY KELLIE WARE 

All ACBA members were invited to join the ACBA Hispanic Attorneys 
Committee in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month on Oct. 19 at La 
Palapa Restaurant. This year, the El Sol Award was presented to Dr. 
Diego Chaves-Gnecco, the founding Pediatrician of the Salud para Niños 
(Health for the Children) clinic. Pictured are Hispanic Attorneys 
Committee Chair Juan Paz-Rosario, Dr. Diego Chaves-Gnecco and 
ACBA President-Elect Regina Wilson. 

Continued on page 16
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the real estate needs of our clients and provides counsel related 
to acquisition, due diligence, 昀nancing, leasing, easements, 

environmental compliance, land use regulations, and every other 
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us to provide cost-effective and practical legal counsel for real 
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Ryan DeMo琀e
412.261.1600  |  rdemo琀e@leech琀shman.com
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• Board Member, Media琀on Council of Western Pennsylvania
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• 25 years as a trusted mediator and arbitrator 
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clinic operates elsewhere once or 
twice a week for the uninsured. 

It also offers virtual visits for 
parents with transportation challenges; 
interpretation services; car seat 
checks in Spanish (sometimes replacing 
seats); a bilingual literacy project; 
community CPR training; and a 24-
hour phone line. 

Dr. Chaves-Gnecco also is credited 
with creating the first pediatric bilingual, 
bicultural clinic in this quadrant of 
the state. 

He began his health-care training 
and education at institutions in Bogota, 
Colombia, before becoming a visiting 
instructor at Pitt’s School of Medicine 
Center for Clinical Pharmacology in 
1998. He obtained a master’s degree 
in Public Health at the university in 

DR. CHAVES-GNECCO  
continued from page 15

native, has authored 10 Pittsburgh 
novels. 

The Ambulance Chaser. Novel. By 
Brian Cuban. 2021. Jason Feldman is 
a personal injury attorney who uses 
drugs between court appearances. 
Feldman is shocked when David 
Chaney, a long-disappeared childhood 
friend, emerges after 30 years to 
advise that authorities have discovered 
the remains of Heather Brody, their 
high school classmate. Cuban – a Mt. 
Lebanon native, Pitt Law grad and 
brother of business mogul Mark 
Cuban – included several local settings, 
like the Original Hot Dog Shop, the 
Cathedral of Learning and the William 
Penn Hotel. 

Harm Not the Earth. Novel. By Liz 
Milliron. 2021. Assistant public 
defender Sally Castle steps outside of 
her office, and around the rules, to 
help a battered woman accused of 
murdering her abuser. Meanwhile, 
Pennsylvania State Police trooper Jim 
Duncan investigates when two bodies 
pulled from the flooded Casselman 
River are revealed to be partners in a 
controversial environmental group. 
The two cases become intertwined. 
This novel is part of Milliron’s Laurel 
Highlands Mystery series set in 
Fayette and Somerset Counties. 

But Remember Their Names. 
Novel. By Hillary Lock Bell. 2011. 
Cynthia Jakubec, a blue-collar kid and 
recent Harvard Law graduate, feels 
stuck in Pittsburgh when her 
Manhattan law firm postpones new 
hires during the Great Recession of 
2008. Following a high-profile 
murder, Cynthia represents the 17-
year-old defendant. The author is an 
attorney. 

THE PITTSBURGH NOVEL   
continued from page 7

Zelienople Road. Novel. By Brian 
Lee Weakland. 2010. In this dramatic 
conclusion to Weakland’s Rivers of 
Pittsburgh trilogy, Matty Moore, the 
late governor’s lovechild-turned-crack 
newspaper intern, stands trial for 
murder in Butler County. Settings 
include SCI-Pittsburgh and St. Benedict 
the Moor Church in the Hill District. 

Railroaded! Novel. By Whitfield 
Grant. 2004. When Pittsburgh Steelers 
star free safety Tony Williams rejects 
the advances of the team owner’s 
daughter, she accuses Tony of rape. 
Two lifelong friends must help defend 
Tony in a racially-charged, highly-
publicized trial. Settings include 
Three Rivers Stadium and St. Vincent 
College. The author is an attorney. 

Those Who Kill. TV series. By Glen 
Morgan. 2014. This series follows 
Catherine Jensen (Chloë Sevigny), a 
detective, and Thomas Schaeffer 
(James D’Arcy), her partnering forensic 
psychiatrist, as they investigate murders. 
In a subplot, Catherine pursues her 
suspicious stepfather, a prominent 
judge, who she suspects is a murderer. 
The series was canceled after ten 
episodes. n 

Jake Oresick is an attorney at Houston 
Harbaugh, P.C. and can be reached at 
oresickjs@hh-law.com. His practice is 
focused in the areas of business litigation, 
insurance coverage and bad faith, 
environmental law, intellectual property 
and construction.

family law should always be the best 
interest of the child. This means making 
decisions based on accurate information, 
compassion, and understanding, rather 
than misguided perceptions and biases. 

WEAPONIZING ADDICTION STIGMAS  
continued from page 13

Conclusion 

Weaponizing addiction stigmas in 
family court is a dangerous and 
damaging practice. It’s essential to 
approach addiction as the medical 
condition it is, offering support and 
understanding rather than judgment. 
By challenging flawed notions, relying 
on accurate evidence, and prioritizing 
the well-being of children, family law can 
ensure that justice is truly served. n 

Chris Beck is the VP of Family Law 
Business Development for Soberlink 
Healthcare. He works with family law judges, 
attorneys and health care professionals 
across the country to educate them on 
Soberlink’s modern approach to alcohol 
monitoring for child custody cases. He holds 
a BA in Psychology from the University 
of California Irvine with an emphasis in 
child psychology.

2000, and began a pediatrics residency 
at UPMC Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh in 2002. 

Dr. Chaves-Gnecco joined the 
hospital’s Community Oriented 
Residency Education (CORE) program, 
which strives to train leaders in 
community health and child advocacy. 
As part of that training, he created the 
bilingual-bicultural clinic that, in 
2002, would ultimately evolve into 
Salud para Ninos. 

Himena Miller, who is involved in 
ACBA’s Young Lawyers Division as 
well, will assume a larger role in the 
next El Sol presentation. She said 
Juan Paz-Rosario, an associate with 
The Lynch Law Group, will depart as 
chair of the Hispanic Attorneys 
Committee. “He brought me on as 
vice chair so I can be chair next 
year,” she said. “The committee is 
important to me because I’m Hispanic. 
It’s really a cool cross-pollination.” 

She moved from Mexico to Western 
Pennsylvania when she was 8, a 
relocation Himena Miller admits is 
not common. “It’s interesting that my 
family ended up here. My stepdad was 
from Pittsburgh and pulled us here. 
My family keeps its ties with Mexico, 
but I’ve spent most of my life in this 
area. It’s a very beautiful and interesting 
story.” n

Order your 2023-24 
Allegheny County Bar Association 

Legal Directory today! 
Call 412-402-6614 or visit 
ACBA.org/ProductStore 

for more details.
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PHOTOS BY JAMES PIAGGIO 

ACBA President Marla Presley, YLD Chair Tara Sease, Susan Abramowich, 
Carolyn Abramowich, ACBA President-Elect Regina Wilson and YLD 
Chair-Elect Danielle Parks pause for a photo during the ACBA Young 
Lawyers Division’s Esquire Open “Pickleball Tournament” on Oct. 10 
at the Rivers Club.

YLD Esquire Open

John Prorok and Renee Howard-Prorok take first place.

Jeff Heiskell and Adam Cooper take fourth place.

Meg Burkardt and Caroline Bailey take second place.

Anthony Hassey and Jacob Naylor take third place.

ACBA President Marla Presley and ACBF YLD Trustee Connor Sease 
pause for a photo during the tournament.
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Paid!

Pioneers in Asbestos Litigation.

Goldberg, Persky & White, P.C, has been specializing in 

asbestos disease cases since the early 1980s, recovering 

hundreds of millions of dollars for victims whose asbestos 

exposure caused them Lung Cancer and Mesothelioma.

With over 100 years combined experience, no firm has 
more knowledge than GPW about whose products 

were used at which steel mills, chemical plants, and 

power stations.

If you know someone with Mesothelioma or 
Lung Cancer, please contact us - we can help. 
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Working

Lawyers for 
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info@gpwlaw.com
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We Accept Referrals
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Johnstown, and Weirton
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11 Stanwix St., Suite 1800  

Pgh, PA 15222
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CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION from the 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Register today at ACBA.org/calendar.  
Please note: The Pa. CLE Board may 

take up to 45 days to post credits.

The ACBA has hundreds of 
P R E V I O U S L Y  

R E C O R D E D  C L E s  
in dozens of practice areas ready to 
be viewed 24/7 from anywhere at 

cle.acba.org.

A Look at PFAS MCLs: Pa. and Federal 
1 Substantive credit 
 
Top 20 Procedures Every Firm Should 
Have in Writing 
1 Substantive credit 
 
AI in the Courtroom 
1.5 Ethics  credits 
 
Capital Criminal Law Symposium: 
A Case Analysis 
1 Substantive credit 
 
The Ins and Outs of Dietary Supplements 
1 Substantive credit 
 
Cybersecurity Ethics: Safeguarding 
Client Data 
1 Ethics credit 
 
Electing Alternate Valuation on Form 706 
1 Substantive credit 
 
Overview of the Veteran Disability 
Appeals Process 
1 Substantive credit

Labor and Employment Law Symposium 
Thursday, November 9  |  7:30 a.m.  |  Westin Pittsburgh  |  5 Substantive, 1 Ethics credits 

 
CGA: Computer Generated Animations for Civil and Criminal Trial 

Tuesday, November 14  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building  |  1 Substantive credit 
 

How to Navigate a Mid-Career Crisis (Without Buying a Motorcycle) 
Tuesday, November 28  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building  |  1 Ethics credit 

 
Conservatorships, Succession Planning and the Challenges of Experienced Lawyers 

Wednesday, November 29  |  Noon  |  Koppers Building  |  1.5 Substantive credits  
  

How Technology is Changing Construction Projects and the Practice of Law 
Wednesday, December 6  |  2 p.m.  |  Engineers’ Society  |  2 Substantive, 1 Ethics credits 

*ACBA Construction Law Section Holiday Party to Immediately Follow CLE 
 

36th Annual Western District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Symposium 
Friday, December 8  |  8 a.m.  |  Westin Pittsburgh  |  5 Substantive, 1 Ethics credits 

   
A Pop Culture Probate and Trust Showcase 

Tuesday, December 12  |  4 p.m. |  Olive or Twist  |  1 Substantive credit 
*ACBA Probate and Trust Law Section Holiday Party to Immediately Follow CLE Courtesy of Key Private Bank 

 
Practical Considerations in Estate Planning 

Wednesday, January 17  |  Noon  |  Live Webinar  |  1 Substantive credit 
 

The Gift That Doesn’t Keep Giving: When Charitable Trusts Fail 
Wednesday, February 28  |  Noon  |  Live Webinar  |  1 Substantive credit

View the rest of the CLEs at 
C L E . A C B A . O R G  

 
View anytime, anywhere.
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assisting the Business & Corporate 
practice. 

 
Maiello Brungo 

& Maiello, LLP 
announces that 
attorney Christina 
Lane spoke at the 
Tri-State Area 
School Study Council 
& University of 
P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  
Annual NCAA 
Update forum. 
Lane, a partner at 
MBM, spoke about 
Name Image  

Likeness (NIL) and the newest  
developments at the high school level. 
She addressed over 100 high school 
athletic directors, principals and 
school counselors in attendance to 
update them on the PIAA’s recently 
adopted ‘Three Strikes’ policy regarding 
a student’s violation of NIL rules. 

People on the Move 

Anderson & 
Labovitz is pleased 
to announce attorney 
Jonathan “Jake” 
Noble has joined 
its firm as an  
associate. He 
focuses his practice 
in the areas of 
Estate Planning 
and Administration, 
Elder Law and 
Real Estate. 
Anderson & 

News and Notes 

ACBA Basketball League begins in 
January. Looking to hit the hardwood? 
All members are invited to participate 
in the ACBA Basketball League, 
which begins play in early January 
with the schedule continuing into March. 
Games will be played on Sunday and 
Monday evenings at the Jewish 
Community Center in Squirrel Hill. 
Teams are divided into two divisions: 
Division A is a more competitive level, 
and Division B is an “intramural” 
level. For those interested in forming 
a team, note that the team should be 
composed primarily of legal professionals 
(attorneys and staff), though a limited 
number of law students or non-lawyers 
is acceptable. Those looking to play 
but not interested in forming an entire 
team can reach out to express interest 
and be placed on a team as space 
allows. The cost will be approximately 
$1,200 per team; for more information, 
contact Scott Scheinberg at  
sscheinberg@jonesday.com. 

 
The attorneys 

of Rothman Gordon 
are pleased to 
announce that 
Gabrielle K. 
Shaulis has passed 
the Bar and is the 
newest associate 
at the firm. Shaulis 
will practice with 
the Employment 
Litigation and 
Labor & Employment 
groups, as well as 

Bar Briefs

Lawyers’ Mart
APPRAISALS 

ANTIQUE AUTO APPRAISALS for all vehicles 1900 to 2005. 
Expert Witness. Diminished Value. Certified Appraiser – 
K. Merusi. 412-731-2878, kmerusi@gmail.com. 

ESTATE PLANNING 

IF YOUR CLIENTS ARE CONSIDERING CHARITABLE 
GIVING as part of their estate planning The Pittsburgh 

Presbytery Foundation can provide a means to support 
charitable work helping those in need throughout SW 
Pennsylvania. For more information contact the Foundation 
at www.pghpresbytery.org/pghpresbyterianfdn.htm or 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz at 412-323-1400 Ext. 318. 

OIL, GAS & MINERALS 

ATTORNEY STEPHEN RALPH, PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGIST 
Oil & Gas Transactions, Mediation, Asset Management and 
Consulting. 724-519-8094. OilandGasMediation.com.

Labovitz, LLC represent individuals, 
families and small-to-midsize  
businesses in Western Pennsylvania 
in the areas of Business Law, Estate 
Administration, Estate Planning, Civil 
and Business Litigation, HOA Law, 
Real Estate, Family Law and  
Bankruptcy Law. 

 
Leech Tishman 

is pleased to 
announce the 
addition of a new 
attorney to the 
firm, Rebeca 
Himena Miller. 
Based in the  
Pittsburgh office, 
Miller will join the 
firm as an associate 
in the Intellectual 
Property Practice 
Group and Life 

Sciences Industry Group. 

Change in Status 

Sheri Lynn Geis has been reinstated 
to active status.

Gabrielle K. 
Shaulis 

Christina 
Lane 

Jake 
Noble

Rebeca Himena 
Miller

Wonder if your decisions, 
legal advice or other 
professional actions 

are ethical? 
 

Members can get consultation on 
their legal actions and potential 

actions through the ACBA  
Professional Ethics Hotline. 

 
All calls are confidential. 

 
See ACBA.org/OfficerAssignments 

for details.
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A L L E G H E N Y  C O U N T Y  C O U R T  O F  C O M M O N  P L E A S

The Honorable

Eleanor L. Bush
The Honorable

Paul E. Cozza
The Honorable

Lawrence J. O’Toole

The Honorable

Jill E. Rangos
The Honorable

Jennifer A. Satler
The Honorable

Christine A. Ward

Vote Yes!
KEEP THESE LOCAL QUALIFIED JUDGES

These judges are recommended for retention by the Allegheny County
Bar Association. For more information, visit our Judicial Vote 2023

website at www.JudicialVote2023.org.

October 24 – Mail-In Ballots Sent
November 7 – Election Day

Additionally, the ACBA Judiciary Committee has issued the following
ratings for those judicial candidates seeking to be elected judge:

 
S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Jill Lipman Beck – Highly Recommended
 

A L L E G H E N Y  C O U N T Y  C O U R T  O F  C O M M O N  P L E A S
R. Anthony DeLuca – Highly Recommended

Patrick A. Sweeney – Recommended


